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Welcome to the Autumn
& Winter Seasons
Welcome to the Autumn and Winter Seasons 2019/2020
at Museum Centre Karensminde It is with great pleasure,
that we again this year can present an exciting and
diverse programme for autumn and winter, filled with
educational and fun lectures as well as experiences and
activities for children and adults of all ages.
Tradition and innovation are key elements in this
programme, which is the result of a great and close
collaboration with Karensminde’s Friends, the Occupation
Collection Grindsted’s Friends and the Billund Libraries
and Citizen Service.
Among the highlights of the programme are the
traditional events such as the Historical Agricultural
Show and Veteran Motor Vehicle Exhibit in September
and the Christmas Market in December. All hands are
on deck and Karensminde will be buzzing with life and
activities.The same can be said about the autumn and
winter holidays, where we organize popular activity days
and the creative workshop is open.
Billund Municipality’s Museums are currently working
with the ambitious and visionary plans of the Billund
City Council for the future Museum Centre Karensminde.
All visitors will now be given the opportunity to follow
the progress and see the plans up close in a show room
which opens in the exhibition building on 1st September.
The exhibition presents the project through thoughts,
ideas and drawings, that all illustrate how the new
museum is intertwined into the landscape and the
functionalities and experiences that it will contain.
There is no extra charge to see the exhibition.

2

You can also follow the exciting project on the museum website:
billundmuseum.dk.
Research and procurement are keywords at Billund Municipality’s
Museums. Our Ph.D. Scholar, Holger Grumme Nielsen, is doing
research into the Copenhagen-plantations and will present the
opportunity to gain knowledge about this term through a lecture
about the Gyttegård plantation in January and an evening tour
through Baldersbæk plantation in September.
You can now book tickets for your visit to Karensminde and for
our events on the website.
I look forward to welcoming you to hopefully many great
experiences at Karensminde and with Billund Municipality’s
Museums.
Best regards,
Ole Bisbjerg
Head of Libraries, Citizen Service and Museums in Billund
Municipality
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Showroom for the
New Museum Centre

1st September - 30th April
Open during regular hours
Museum Centre Karensminde

In autumn, you can experience a very special
showroom in the exhibition building dedicated to the
preliminary plans for the new museum centre.
The showroom will present thoughts, ideas and
drawings, which all illustrate how the new museum
centre Karensminde is intertwined into the
landscape, the connection to Karensminde, and all the
functionalities and experiences that the new buildings
will contain.
You can book a guided tour via the museum website.
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Museum Centre
Karensminde

Activities Through
the Seasons

Museum Centre Karensminde is an active agricultural
museum, where Danish farming life as it was in the period
between 1920 and 1950 comes alive. The farm is an
outstanding time capsule, as is the beautiful surrounding
nature. As a visitor, you will have an excellent opportunity
to follow everyday farming life through a series of
experiences and activities.

During the year, Karensminde is buzzing with activities
for the whole family. You can go to the woodshop, where
you can make toys from the old days; the blacksmith
where you can make iron hearts and tools; or you can
get creative with textile printing or glass mosaics in the
creative workshop. Why not visit the kitchen for a taste
of the delicacies cooking on the old cast iron stove?

A visit to Karensminde is like stepping into another time.
You can go exploring all over the farm and in the many
rooms of the farmhouse, where stories from the old days
hide in every nook and cranny.

Our volunteers and museum staff are happy to talk about
their work and share stories of the farm’s history. They
can tell you about how work was done on the farm and
about the many interesting people who have lived on the
farm.

Is Your Name Karen?

Pack a lunch, see the exhibitions and enjoy a day with
your family filled with great experiences.

Plan Your Visit
On the museum website, you can gather practical information
concerning your visit: parking, wheelchair access, food and
beverages, visiting with a baby, dogs, etc.

If you share a name with the farm, you will gain
free entrance to Museum Centre Karensminde.
Since 1773, there has always been a Karen on
the farm. The last Karen, Karen Søgård (born
1929), tells us that the farm got its name back
in 1914, in reminiscence of all the Karens that
have lived there.

You are welcome to contact us if you have any questions
regarding your visit.

All you have to do is show us your ID when you
visit, and you will be granted free admission.
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The Nature
Surrounding
Karensminde
The nature around Karensminde is grand and offers a variety
of landscapes: the moor, the creek, the meadow and the
meadow irrigation systems, plantation and crops.
The moor is a manmade cultural landscape and is a result
of deforestation and ungroomed soil. The meadow provided
grass for the cattle, horses, goats and sheep and was
harvested for winter fodder.
Around 1870, a meadow irrigation system was established
at Karensminde. The irrigation happened several times
a year by irrigating one piece of land for a duration of
two weeks each. The meadow irrigation brought many
advantages. The water was used as protection against frost
and draught and added fertiliser and oxygen to the soil.
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There is a plantation at Karensminde on the sandy
grounds south of the farm, where the soil was too
poorly for agricultural use. The plantation consists of
mainly pine trees from original planting in 1899 and
newer plantings after the turn of the millennium.
Around Museum Centre Karensminde, Billund
Municipality has established a system of paths to the
Meadow Lake, Sønderby Hede and Lindegården. You
can read more about these on the information sign by
the parking lot.

Historical Animal Breeds
At Museum Centre Karensminde, you can experience Danish
farming as it was in the 1920s-1950s. In the interwar
period, a livestock of many different animals of historical
breed characterised farm life.
At Karensminde, you can experience many of the historical
breeds. The livestock at Karensminde was primarily cattle.
Before farming was mechanised with tractors, the horses
pulled the heavy loads. Especially the Jutland Horse breed
was used in the fieldwork. Therefore, we use the Jutland
Horse breed in the run of the farm to this day. Other
historical breeds at Karensminde are the sheep,
the chickens and the pigs.

At Museum Centre Karensminde, there are plenty of
opportunities to get close to the animals. Some days you
can help gather the eggs from the hen house or take a
walk in the stables and see the pigs – they often have
piglets. You can pet the bunnies snuggling in their cages,
or meet the goats who are always hungry for some fresh
grass.
When we hitch our big Jutland Horses to the carriage, you
can come along on a carriage ride through the fields and
the heath.
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The Main House

Special Activity Days
The main house is usually buzzing on special activity days.
In the kitchen, there is a fire going in the old cast iron stove
and you can get a taste of the food, cooked from old recipes.
In the pantry, you can see how the shelves were decorated
in the old days and what the kitchen utensils and service
looked like, back when people were living on the farm.
In the living room, you will experience some of the old
crafts that women occupied their time with; weaving,
bobbin lace and knitting among others.

The oldest parts of the main house are from the mid-19th century.
However, some remodeling has been done over the course of time.
The present décor, with furnishings, is from the late 1930s.
Electricity was installed at Karensminde in 1939, as shown by the
petroleum lamps turned into electrical lamps.
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The Smithy

The Horse Carriage

On a cold day, you can warm your hands by the furnace in
the smithy. Here, the children can work with the blacksmith
and make a small iron heart on the anvil. The smithy, which
is a replica of the smithy in Kærbæk, was built in 1992 and is
run by the volunteer society, Karensminde’s Friends with the
original tools from Kærbæk.

On special activity days, the whole family can relax whilst
being driven around the farm in the museum’s horse carriage.
The carriage is pulled by big workhorses of an old Jutland
breed. On this trip you will see the fields, heath landscapes
and the small forest.

Special Activity Days

Special Activity Days

The Woodshop

Special Activity Days

Bang, bang, bang! This noise tells you that you are
approaching the woodshop. Here, the children can
build wooden toys themselves with hammer and nails.
It is also possible to purchase lovely nest boxes and
homemade apple crates.
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The Café (Kaffestuen)
Special Activity Days

The Creative Workshop
Special Activity Days
10a.m. - 3.30p.m.

The café is open on special activity days. Here, you can
enjoy a nice, home cooked meal, an open cheese sandwich
or coffee and cake. In the kitchen, the food is cooked from
old recipes, focusing on the season’s vegetables, fruits and
berries that grow on the farm.

On the special activity days, we open up our creative
workshop. This is where children and adults alike can
try their abilities with various creative crafts.
The activities will vary and are adapted to the theme
of the activity day. You can find the creative workshop
in the old carriage house.

The Barn

Special Activity Days
In the barn, you will find the famous waffle café, with
the popular Karensminde waffles. Enjoy these soft
and crunchy waffles, while watching the film A Year at
Karensminde.
You are also welcome to enjoy your packed lunch in the
barn.
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At billundmuseum.dk you can find a programme of the
activities in the creative workshop.

The Occupation Collection
CF-gården
Billund Municipality’s Museums have a large collection
of approximately 12,000 items from the occupation of
Denmark during World War II. The size of the collection ranks
it among the top three in Denmark and shows daily life and
special events during German occupation of Grindsted. In
the CF-gården, a small portion of the collection is exhibited.
The exhibition gives an insight into the resistance, railway
sabotage, illegal magazines, rationing, and much more.
Furthermore, you can see a replica of a Gestapo office and a
presentation of a cell in a prison camp.

In the living room and the kitchen, you can
see how people managed daily life during
the occupation, in a time of blackout, control,
shortage of goods and rationing. The exhibition
also contains a small shop, filled with rationed
goods.

The Occupation Exhibition
is Only Open by Prior
Appointment
For more information, please see last pages of
the programme.
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Activity Calender

Historical Agricultural
Show and Veteran
Motor Vehicle Exhibit

8th September 9.30a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde
With support from:

Entrance
Adults 60 DKK
Children u/ 18 years
Free entrance

Experience the tradition-filled, historical agriculture show and
see old Danish farm breeds. The animals will be accredited
and presented in the Ring.
The Broholmer Society organises its own dog show.
The veteran motor vehicle exhibit is filled with old cars,
tractors and motorcycles. Have a chat about horsepower
and hood ornaments. In the afternoon, all the veteran
vehicles will be presented in the Ring.
In the barn, you will find stalls with with delicatessen,
crafts and needlework.
This year, MP Anni Matthiesen (V), will open the show with a
speech.
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Activity Calender

Danish Variety Show
Songs through History

27th September
Museum Centre Karensminde

Late Night Tour in
Baldersbæk Plantation

30th September 7p.m.-9p.m.
Price for Adults: 75 DKK
Children: Free entrance
Sign-up at billundmuseum.dk
Join in on a late night tour in the Copenhagen-plantation
Baldersbæk which was established in 1891 by the rich
merchant Holger Petersen in a partnership with sculptor A.
Bundsgaard.

In the twilight hours, we will walk among the sculptures,
fountains and statues while we hear the tale of Baldersbæk
and of the phenomena Copenhagen-plantations.
Ph.D. Scholar Holger Grumme Nielsen, who is
currently doing research in this subject guides
the tour.
For more than a hundred years, variety shows have been a
tradition in Denmark. The treasure chest of songs from variety
shows is filled with exciting, funny, serious and lovely songs.
On this day, we take a dive into the history of Danish revue
and touch upon different periods. We will hear songs from
Liva Weel, Dirch Passer, Elga Olga, Preben Uglebjerg,
Maguerite Viby, Kirsten Walther and Lisbeth Dahl among
others, all presented with small anecdotes. The show is
played as a cabaret where the songs and the history of the
songs are in focus. You can expect a very different and new
experience.

Everyone can join the tour. Remember to
wear practical clothing and footwear.
Meeting place: The parking lot at
Baldersbæk Plantation,
Baldersbækvej 46, 6682 Hovborg

Revysangens Genklang consists of Birgitte Antonius, singer
and John Skou on piano and narrator.
The show lasts approx. 80 minutes and includes an
intermission.
Further information about the event can be found on the
museum website.
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Activity Calender

Autumn Holidays

Special Activity Days
15th, 16th & 17th October

Slaughter Day

16th October 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde
Watch how pigs were slaughtered in the old days. We will
slaughter the pig at 11a.m. In the old carriage house the
butcher will show how the pig is cut up.
We will make traditional Danish sausages (medisterpølse)
and blood sausages from old recipes.

On all three activity days you can help
harvest potatoes and turnips in the fields.
Carve your own turnip lamp and take it
home with you. The band weavers and
the yarn ladies visit the farm and show
off their beautiful craftsmanship.

Beer Brewing, Apple Juice
and Poultry

15th October 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde

In the laundry room of the main house, we brew beer from old
recipes. You can sample and buy the Karensminde Ale.
The brewing starts at 11a.m. You can also watch the weavers
make textiles on their looms.
The whole family can join when we press fresh apple juice
from the apples in the garden. This day we slaughter some
chickens to make soup.

Soup Day

17th October 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Center Karensminde
On this chilly October day, the
museum’s kitchen holds a soup
buffet.
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From 12 noon, you can taste
a variety of soups, made from
recipes in old cookbooks. Buy a
meal ticket with your entrance
for 60 DKK.
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Activity Calender

Christmas Play with
the Grindsted Amateur
Company

22nd, 23rd og 24th November
Museum Centre Karensminde

A Walk through
the Fields

23rd November 1p.m.-3p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde
Entrance incl. coffe 50 DKK
No sign-up needed

Mrs. Sørensen’s Candy Shop is a performance with Christmas
spirit, music, comedy and magic. In the play, we meet Kamma
who has inherited some money, which she spends on opening
a local candy shop right under the nose of poor man, Hansen,
who is a shoemaker.
Kamma is successful but stressed and so she starts to boss
her daughter around. Her daughter then makes friends with
one of Mr. Hansen’s daughters, who is bullied because of her
poverty. However, Kamma and Mr. Hansen’s daughter get help
dealing with the bullies from the candy shop’s magical elf.
Children primarily act the play – with a bit of help from childish
adults.
The show is for the entire family. The show will be in Danish.
Further information about the event can be found on the
museum website.

Join us on a winter-wonder-walk in the November weather
with nature guide Peer Høgsberg. Peer will tell us all about
winter’s animal life, plants, the stream and its valley, and
trees and bushes all dressed in white. Maybe he can get us
all to join in on some songs.
Remember to bring practical clothing and footwear.
Everyone can join the walk.
In collaboration with Billund Municipality and
Karensminde’s Friends.
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Activity Calender

Christmas Market

7th og 8th December
10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde
As per tradition, this year’s Christmas market is filled with
hygge. Christmas trees, decorations, crafts and needlework
in abundance set the mood for a fantastic ambience.
Apart from crafts, you can also find stalls with delicacies
such as sausages, jams, and more.
Santa Claus visits Karensminde, and plays host for family
activities in the barn, where you will also find a Christmas café
with æbleskiver (Danish doughnut) and Glögg (mulled wine).
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Christmas in
The Creative Workshop
14th & 15th December
10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde

As a special thing this year, we open up an entire weekend
dedicated to The Creative Workshop. In agreement with
Santa Claus himself, children and childish adults can make
Christmas presents and hereby help the busy Santa Claus.
On Saturday, we are painting treasure chests and birds and we
are making Christmas trees and Christmas cards out of paper.
On Sunday, we will make textile print on bags and potholders.
Price for materials: 10 DKK – 25 DKK.
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Activity Calender

An Evening of Tales &
Stories: Late Twelfth Night
13th January 7p.m.
Entrance incl. coffee and cake
60 DKK
Museum Centre Karensminde

Lecture on Gyttegård

22nd January 7p.m.-9p.m.
Magion Café
Entrance 50 DKK

We meet for a cosy evening of songs and storytelling, just as
they did in old times during the winter in the countryside.
These evenings will have a theme that the stories are based
on. On this evening, you can hear the story of the Twelfth
Night candle, amongst others. You can also hear museum
curator Anna Louise Siggaard tell about different and current
projects in the museum.
As seating is limited, we ask you to sign up at
billundmuseum.dk.
Stories will be in Danish.

Holger Grumme Nielsen, Ph.D. Scholar at Billund Municipality’s
Museums, is doing research on the phenomena ”Copenhagenplantations”. On this night, he will give us insight in the
Gyttegård Plantation, which is an example of these kinds of
plantations.
We shall learn more about the phenomena and about
Gyttegård under the ownership of the Petersen family.
With Gyttegård as a starting point we are drawn into the
story of the very rich family from Copenhagen with custommade silverware, Picasso paintings on the walls, a long line
of servants and a lifestyle that the local population had
never before encountered.
Please sign up at billundmuseum.dk
The lecture will be in Danish.
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An Evening of Tales
& Stories: Kyndelmisse

3rd February 7p.m.
Entrance incl. coffee and cake
60 DKK
Museum Centre Karensminde
We meet for a cosy evening of songs and storytelling, just as
they did in old times during the winter in the countryside.

Winter
Holidays

The farm is open
8th-16th February
Special Activity Days
11th and 12th February

These evenings will have a theme that the stories are based
on. On this evening, you can hear the story of Kyndelmisse,
amongst others.
Storyteller will be announced later. Stay updated on the
museum website and in the local papers.
As seating is limited, we ask you to sign up at
billundmuseum.dk.
Stories will be in Danish.

Carnival Decoration
and Beer Brewing

11th February 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde
Join us at Karensminde and make your own decorations
with your family so that you can be ready for the
festivities. The activity is free. You can also experience
how to brew beer as in the old days, and have a taste as
well.
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Activity Calender

Pancake Day
and Food-Bravery

12th February 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde

Carnival

23rd February 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde

The tradition-filled pancake day, where you can fill
your tummy with either savoury and sweet pancakes
– or waffles if you like.
We also dare all children to taste different kinds of food
in a game we call Food-Bravery. Are you brave enough?
If you are, you get a special stamp in a little book as
proof of your bravery.

We celebrate the Danish tradition of carnival (fastelavn).
If you are the one to break the piñata style barrel, you will
be crowned king or queen. In the cosy barn, you can make
carnival decorations and crowns.
Breaking the barrel starts at 11a.m. It is a fun activity for
kids, who are welcome to show up in costume.
In the café, you can enjoy frehly made waffles.
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Activity Calender

Lecture on Billund
Municipality during
World War II, part 1
4th March 7p.m.-9p.m.
Magion Café
Entrance 25DKK

Lecture on Billund
Municipality during
World War II, part 2
18th March 7p.m.-9p.m.
Magion Café
Entrance 25 DKK

We pick up the story where we left off. Collection curator
Carsten Sander Christensen will continue the story of
Grindsted in the 1940s.
The local population was affected by the occupation in
their private lives, in schools, at work and in the public areas.
Topics such as daily life, resistance groups, Germans in the
area, concentration camps and the Fitting Camp will be
touched upon during the lectures.

In 2020 it has been 80 years since Denmark
was occupied by Germany and 75 years since
Denmark was liberated from the German
occupation forces.
In two lectures. collection curator Carsten Sander
Christensen, will sheer light upon the city of
Grindsted in the 1940s. The local population was
affected by the occupation in their private lives,
in schools, at work and in the public areas. Topics
such as daily life, resistance groups, Germans in
the area, concentration camps and the Fitting
Camp will be touched upon during the lectures.
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Activity Calender

Waffle Day

22nd March 10a.m.-4p.m.
Museum Centre Karensminde

Look Forward to Spring
and Summer 2020
at Museum Centre
Karensminde
The programme for sping and summer contains many fun
activities. Among other things you can experience:
•
•
•
•

Spring Day
Garden and Hobby Fair
Harvest Day
And much more

The programme for spring and summer 2020 will be
published in March.

The 25th March is the International Waffle Day. At
Museum Centre Karensminde, we celebrate early and
bake waffles Sunday, 22nd March. You can taste the
locally famous Karensminde waffles and observe how
to make waffles on the old cast iron stove in the main
house.
The waffles are served with caster sugar and
homemade jam.
You can also try potato waffles with salmon and salad.
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Your Life in Perspective
The Lund Photo Collection

Billund Municipality’s Museums, the Grindsted Archives,
and the Billund Libraries started a collaboration in 2016
with the purpose of digitalising and communicating
Lund’s collection of photographs. The collection
contains an estimated 170,000 photographs and the
geographical coverage gives us a unique, visual insight
to the development of the society in Grindsted and the
surrounding area from a village on the moor to a railway
centre and on to industrial town.

Selected photographs are displayed on
lundsfotosamling.dk. If you know the persons or the
locations in the photographs, you can enter your story
on the website. In this way you contribute to the
ongoing communication of the Lund Photo Collection.
The collaboration has become a cross-municipal and
digital communication and co-creation project across
institutions of cultural heritage, where archives and
museums from various municipalities collaborate about
a valuable cultural heritage consisting of the photo
collections of the participating institutions.
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The collaborators in this project are Kolding City
Archives, Aalborg City Archives and Museum Østjylland.
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Volunteer Societies
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January

Fabruary

March

We would like to thank all our collaborators and active
volunteers, who play a vital role in the creation of the
many exciting cultural events that we can present in the
autumn and winter of 2019/2020.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31.

Thanks!

December

You can read more on the society’s website: begv.dk
(Danish only)

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30.

The society’s primary aim is to bring the Occupation
Collection into the light and preserve the memory of the
German occupation for future generations.

November

The Volunteers for the Occupation Collection
Besættelsessamling Grindsteds Venner relate the
history of the occupation period in and around Grindsted,
in collaboration with Billund Municipality’s Museums.
The society and the museum have a number of events
connected to the Occupation Collection, located at the old
Civil Defense Headquarters (CF-gården)

Opening Hours
Museum Centre Karensminde: Open
Closed
Please see opening hours for sepcial activity days inside the programme.

Besættelsessamling
Grindsteds Venner

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31.

You can read more about this society on the website:
karensmindes-venner.dk (Danish only).

October

Karensminde’s Friends, volunteer society
Karensmindes Venner play an active part in running the
museum farm, in collaboration with Billund Municipality’s
Museums. The volunteers own and help with the care
of the animals on a daily basis, they run the kitchen, the
woodshop and the smithy on activity days, as well as
work in the fields, do repair work and minor maintenance
of the buildings.

September 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30.

Karensmindes Venner

A special thanks to photographer Kaare Sandal Nissen
and Anette Sofia Svejstrup, for kindly lending us photos
for this year’s programme.
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Opening Hours
Autumn & Winter 2019/20
Museum Centre Karensminde
Agricultural history dating from ca. 1920 to 1950,
industrial history and the development of the railway
town as well as tourism.
Morsbølvej 102 · 7200 Grindsted
September

Open weekends
and week 42

October
November
December

10a.m. - 4p.m.

Closed
Open 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th

January

10a.m. - 4p.m.

Closed
Open 8th - 16th, 23rd, 29th

March

Open weekends

10 a.m. - 4p.m.
10a.m. - 4p.m.

Find more information about special activity days inside the
programme.

Entrance
Adult 40 DKK
Children under 18 free entrance
Group discount 50 %, min. 10 persons on regular opening days.
Guided tour 400 DKK
Guided tours must be booked at least 10 days prior to visit.
Activities in the creative workshop 5-25 DKK

The Occupation Exhibition at CF-gården
Open by prior appointment, call +45 79 72 74 90
Hedemarken 16 · 7200 Grindsted

Billund Municipality’s Museums
Administration
Tel. +45 79 72 74 90 · E-mail museet@billund.dk
Tinghusgade 15 · 7200 Grindsted

billundmuseum.dk

facebook.com/billundkommunesmuseer

Changes may apply

February

10a.m. - 4p.m.

