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What is a Memorial?

Flag and wreath placement in 2013

Memorials can be cenotaphs, monuments or statues, but can also be gravestones and mausoleums. Memorials are often erected by a group of
people on local initiative to maintain the memory of a certain person or
event.
World War 2 and the occupation is the period in Danish history that has
given rise to most memorials in Denmark. Memorials especially honour the
resistance movement and the allied airplanes that crashed in Denmark.
Usually, there can be a certain culture connected to a memorial such as the
wreath placement on graves. That way, a common memory about the person or event is upheld and ensured for the future.
This guide to finding and understanding memorials is the second edition.
With this edition, we once again wish to shine a light on the World War 2
memorials in Billund Kommune, but with a more thorough storyline, so that
the reader can dive deeper into the local history.
The memorials remind us of our common history, identity and heritage. We
need history to understand our own time and we can learn from the occupation by trying to put ourselves in the same place that the Danes were in
during the years 1940-45. We can use the memorials as a basis in asking

ourselves, what we would have done in their stead and thereby reflect on
history in our own time and also in the future.
The memorials in this guide to war memorials are placed in a specific order
with the intention to make the route as convenient as possible for you to
walk, ride a bicycle or drive to visit the memorials. Because the route is
arranged like this, jumps in history can occur and will therefore not appear
in chronological order.
With each memorial, we have told the story of the individual memorial, the
appertaining local story and the national or international history during
World War 2 that can be connected to local history.
This guide to war memorials was made in collaboration with Grindsted
Arkivet, Besættelsessamling Grindsteds Venner and Hærhjemmeværnet
Distrikt Sydøstjylland.
We hope, you will find this guide to be an enriching experience and wish
you an exciting trip into our history.
Kind regards,
Billund Kommunes Museer
Photo credit: Grindsted Arkivet, Billund Kommunes Museer, Lokalhistorisk Arkiv Grene Sogn, Kurt
Nørgaard, Ole Moustgaard and René Lind Gammelmark.

Children from Grindsted on their way across the bridge to receive the homebound concentration
camp prisoners. On bicycles are Ejvind Skov and Julius Hansen
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Cenotaph on Grindsted Cemetery for deceased
comrades in the resistance movement

Concentration Camps and Extermination Camps

Shortly after Hitler’s claim to power in 1933, many concentration camps
were established – one of these was Dachau, which was created in March
of 1933. The camps were used to hold prisoners of war and political prisoners but were also used as labour camps with forced labour in SS-factories, which produced material for the German army and synthetic fuel. Some
camps were later used exclusively as extermination camps. 6,100 Danes
were sent to German camps and prisons – of these, approximately 600 lost
their lives.

People of the Resistance who Did not Return

People of the resistance from Grindsted were also sent to concentration
camps. In the spring of 1944, the resistance in Grindsted had multiple resistance groups with each their task. One group was led by cand.pharm.
Palle Hansen from Grindstedværket; of the six people in the group, four
worked at Grindstedværket.
The group’s task was to blow up the railway tracks north of Grindsted. In
the spring of 1944, engineer Arne Mikael Hansen had hidden the group’s
weapons and explosives in a dried-out sewer drain in an area north of
Grindstedværket. The hiding place unfortunately
was discovered when some kids were playing
in the area. They told their parents about the
findings and their parents went to the German
Wehrmacht in Grindsted, who seized the goods
and informed Gestapo about it. This way, Gestapo discovered the existence of resistance groups
in Grindsted, and came to the city in October of
that year.

Portrait of Søren Bojsen Madsen
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Of the Grindsted citizens that were arrested in
October of 1944, Søren Boysen Madsen, Palle
Hansen and Arne Mikael Hansen died in captivity. Søren and Palle were sent to subcamps to repair the railways in Germany. Palle was shot and

killed by one of the allies’ shots at the train carriages on the 25th of February 1945, but Søren survived the first time around. He lived to be freed
by the Americans, but died of typhoid in an American hospital in Freising
(Bavaria) on the 4th of june 1945. Arne died of two-sided pneumonia in
the concentration camp Neuengamme on the 8th of April 1945, shortly
before the liberation.

Erected by Comrades

One of the protected graves on Grindsted Cemetery is a cenotaph, which is
placed there in honor of the three people of the resistance that lost their
lives in captivity. The resistance erected the cenotaph in 1945 after the
war ended.

The cenotaph for Palle Hansen, Arne Hansen and Søren Bojsen Madsen
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The protected graves in 1945

Kay Schiørring’s funeral – see page 14-15
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Men of the resistance lined up for a picture after the liberation

German soldiers in Grindsted during the occupation
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Eigil Krogh Pedersen’s Grave at
Grindsted Cemetery
The Imprisonment of the Police

On the 19th of September 1944 at 11 a.m., the sirens began all over Denmark and the Danes took the usual precautions. However, the siren was
fake and acted as a signal to the German soldiers to start Operation Möwe,
which was the plan to imprison the entire Danish policeforce, as the police
had proved to be more of a threat than a help to the German Wehrmacht.
After the co-operation policy had crashed in 1943 and the number of sabotages had risen, the German Wehrmacht had started to doubt the will
of the Danish Police to capture the men of the resistance movement as
the saboteurs often seemed to escape. Around 2,200 police officers were
imprisoned and send to the concentration camps Neuengamme and Buchenwald. 81 police officers died in concentrations camps.

Police Officer Eigil Krogh Pedersen

One of the Danish police officers, who was sent to a concentration camp
after Operation Möwe, was Eigil Krog Pedersen. Eigil had been a trainee in
Grindsted Brugsforening and was an active member of the FDF scouts but
was later to do military service in Civilforsvaret after which he joined the
police academy. Eigil was a police officer at Vesterbro Policestation while
he was taking a course that would allow him access to law school.
Eigil was sleeping in the Police Academy on the 19th of September 1944
because he had to catch an early train to Grindsted
in the morning. He and his fiancé were to attend his
parents’ silver wedding anniversary. But Eigil never
made it to the party as the Germans surrounded the
Police Academy early on the 19th of September and
arrested a total of 2,200 police officers. They were
all deported to Germany where Eigil ended up in the
concentration camp Buchenwald.
Eigil Krogh Pedersen died on the 8th of December
1944, 24 years old.
Portrait of Eigil Krogh Pedersen
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Eigil’s Grave

Because Eigil had died in captivity in
Germany, it wasn’t possible to bury
him right after his death. It wasn’t
until eigth months after his death that
his family got the opportunity to bury
him.
Eigil Krogh Pedersen was buried on
the 4th of July 1945 in Grindsted.
Eigil Krogh Pedersen’s grave circa 1968

Eigil Krogh Pedersen’s grave
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Kay Schiørring’s Grave at Grindsted
Cemetery
The Illegal Press

The resistance movement in Denmark started with the
illegal press in 1941. The illegal newspapers did away
with the censorship that hung over the press during
the occupation of Denmark. The newspapers urged
people to resistance against the German Wehrmacht, they justified the killings of informers and told
the true story about what was happening outside the
country – which the Germans tried to hide. All that
could potentially hurt the German Wehrmacht was told
and urged in these newspapers.

Kay Shiørring

The many illegal newspapers didn’t just have to be pressed, but also distributed. They were typically distributed via trains, transported in prams
or on bicycles to the secret centrals that made sure that they were distributed in the local areas. Some sent out children with newspapers, who
put them in mailboxes and letterboxes. It was illegal to write, multiply and
distribute the illegal newspapers, but it wasn’t illegal to be in possession
of a newspaper. If you violated the law, you could be issued fines or short
prison sentences.

Kay Schiørring, a Man of the Resistance

A lot of people in Denmark resisted the German Wehrmacht by participating in the work of the illegal press. One of these was Kay Schiørring from
Grindsted. As a young man, Kay was an intern at the
local grocery store in Grindsted. Afterwards, he served in the military and joined the Kornet School to
be educated as an officer. He discontinued his military education in favor of an education in business
in Copenhagen. Kay was part of the resistance early
on as a member of an illegal press group that did
sabotage, intelligence activity and worked with the
British Special Operations Executive.
Portrait of Kay Schiørring
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After the group leader was imprisoned, the group

started working with the resistance group Frit Danmark. In January of
1944 the Germans managed to unravel a number of groups with connection to SOE and on the 13th of January the Germans stormed Kays apartment in Copenhagen. Both sides opened fire and Kay was severely injured.
He died shortly after on the 15th of January in a German hospital on Nyelandsvej, Frederiksberg.

Kay Schiørring’s Gravesite

Kay was buried in his hometown, Grindsted, and on his gravestone, the
following rhyme is written (here translated to English):
Fight for all that you cherish
Die if you must
Then life is not so difficult
Nor is death
The rhyme is from the Danish psalm “Altid frejdig, når du går” (EN.: ”Always cheerful when you walk”) and is often used in burial ceremonies.
The psalm was used as a rallying point for the freedom struggle and many
housewives put the rhyme into liberation embroideries to hang in the house after the liberation of Denmark. Kay’s fight and death for the freedom
of Denmark is honoured at his gravesite on Grindsted Cemetery.

Kay Shiørring’s grave
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Knud Børge Madsen’s Grave at
Grindsted Cemetery
The Imprisonment of the Army

The 29th of August 1943, the army was imprisoned by the German Wehrmacht in a grand action called Operation Safari. At first, the Danish army
was held in barracks, on ships and in schools.
The chief of the police and SS, Heinrich Himmler, wanted to recruit 4,000
Danish soldiers to the SS-army, called Waffen-SS, but the commander in
chief for the German forces in Denmark, Hanneken, was against sending
the soldiers to Germany; they either had to send off all the soldiers or
none. The proposal was therefore dropped and between the 20th and
22nd of October, all the commanders were let go.

Kornet Knud Børge Madsen

Knud Børge Madsen was from Grindsted, where he had been a leader for
the FDF scouts and worked for merchant T.C. Øhlenschlæger, but served
his military duty in Prinsens Livregiment in Viborg during the occupation.
Knud Børge was an officer apprentice, a so-called Kornet, a title that has
been engraved into his gravestone.
When the army was imprisoned, Knud Børge was at a
hotel in Nyborg. The hotel was attacked by the Germans and when the Danish soldiers resisted, the Germans threw hand grenades and incendiaries at the
building. The hotel went up in flames and 4 Danish
soldiers lost their lives; one of these was Knud Børge
Madsen. Knud Børge was 22 years old when he was
killed.
Portrait of Knud Børge Madsen
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The Grave

Knud Børge’s grave was erected by the Ministry of War along with the residents of the parish, and Knud Børge’s comrades at FDF helped bury him in
Grindsted. Every year on the 29th of August a wreath is laid on the grave
by Jydske Dragonregiment from Holstebro in memory of the Danes that
lost their lives on that day in 1943.

Knud Børge Madsen’s grave

Wreath placement in 2013

Wreath placement in 1968
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Grave for German Refugees at Grindsted
Cemetery
German Refugees and Refugee Camps

Towards the end of the war, with the advance of the Russians in Germany,
many Germans fled to other countries. On the 4th of February 1945, Adolf
Hitler commanded that a big part of the refugees should be placed in Denmark and by the day of the liberation, Denmark had taken in 250,000 German refugees. The conditions in Germany after the war were so bad, that
it was decided that Denmark would wait a while before sending the refugees home.
Percentagewise, 50% of the German refugees were women, 17% men and
33% were children. In the course of the autumn of 1945, the work to establish a number of refugee camps to accommodate the 250,000 refugees
had many people occupied. One of these refugee camps was the Fitting
camp. The camp had been a German radar station during the war, which
made the site a perfect refugee camp, seeing as there had already been
established barracks and Danes could not fraternise with the Germans, as
the camp was enclosed by a barbed wire fence and police guards.

German refugees at Grindsted Station
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German Refugees in Grindsted

The first German refugees came to Grindsted via the railway on the day of
the liberation. It is estimated that 1,200 hungry and tired refugees came to
Grindsted from Copenhagen; the trip had taken six days.
The leader of the resistance movement in Grindsted, H.P. Christensen,
asked the citizens of Grindsted to send the German refugees some packed
lunches, but couldn’t offer all the refugees lodgings in Grindsted.
Missionshuset and the school in Vorbasse were used to house German refugees even before the German surrender, but there wasn’t room for all of
them in Grindsted now, especially since the German soldiers still occupied
schools and hotels in the city. Small towns near Grindsted took many of the
refugees in before they could be sent to refugee camps, while some slept
on straw in the local theater or wherever room was made.

Smiling refugee children
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An elderly man is resting at the station

Milk and food is distributed at the station
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Grave for the German Refugees

It wasn’t all the German refugees on the train that survived the trip to
Grindsted and some died during their short stay in Grindsted. There is a
grave on Grindsted Cemetery for the 38 German refugees, who were buried in the cemetery in 1945.

Gravestone for 38 German refugees

Grindsted Theatre after the German refugees had moved out in May of 1945
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The cenotaphs are marked with red numbers 1-5

Commemoration in 1990
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Find Grindsted Church
Address: Kirkegade 1, 7200 Grindsted
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Plaque for the Fallen Men of the
Resistance at 10. Klassecentret
The Resistance Movement

The resistance movement started with the illegal press which told the uncensored truth in illegal newspapers. When the Special Operations Executive recruited Danes for the resistance in 1942, the illegal press started
to develop into sabotage. Through the course of 1943, the sabotage and
resistance increased, especially because of the weapons and explosives
that were dropped from planes by the SOE. After the government had to
step down in August of 1943, Danmarks Frihedsråd (Freedom Council of
Denmark) was created and came to be the coordinating unit of the illegal
movements all over Denmark.
Hereby, the resistance was organized and controlled and could be as effective as possible. The sabotage targeted both industry and railways. The
purpose of the sabotage was to create as much inconvenience for the German Wehrmacht as possible while the illegal press fought to entice Danes
to resistance through the messages in the illegal newspapers. The acts of
sabotage also had the purpose of showing the German Wehrmacht that
Denmark couldn’t be controlled and that the Danes were willing to resist.

Recreation of Rudolf Nielsen and Olav Prip doing resistance work
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The first town leader in Grindsted, Mogens Højrup

The Resistance movement in Grindsted

In Grindsted, the resistance movement slowly started in the home of headmaster Mogens Høirup on Skolegade 22. Høirup had been contacted by
the resistance group Frit Danmark in the autumn of 1942 but had declined
taking on the job. In the autumn of 1943, he was once again contacted –
this time by the resistance movement in Esbjerg – and this time, he started
building up a resistance movement in Grindsted and the surrounding areas
during the winter of 1943-44. He invited Dr. Næsted and Dr. Mynster to
visit him one day in 1944. The three men agreed to start up a resistance
group in Grindsted; Høirup was made the town leader, while the two doctors were made group leaders.
General Bennike, the leader of the resistance movement in Jylland, visited
Høirup in April that year under the alias Mr. Søndergaard. From here on, the
resistance in Grindsted took off as the group was given secret codes and
began receiving weapons and explosives. Høirup and Dr. Mynster went to
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the smaller communities in the area and recruited people for the resistance. In Vorbasse, Dr. Clausen played an important role; he hid explosives
and weapons and explosives were made in his kitchen. In Sønder Omme,
timber merchant Olsen was town leader and weapons and explosives were
hidden in his timber storage and basement. In Billund a group in charge
of a drop zone was led by LEGO owner Ole Kirk Christiansen, though they
never received any weapons or explosives.
Some people weren’t officially a part of the resistance but still had a significant role in the work of the resistance. For example, station master T.C.L.
Bjerregaard, who made sure that Høirup’s weapons could be picked up at
the station, no questions asked. Julius Plagborg, who was director of Varde
Bank during the occupation, was part of the illegal press that wrote the
illegal newspaper “Grindsted Posten”. He has since told that there was a
hidden room under Varde Bank in which people of the resistance or others,
who needed to hide from the Wehrmacht could hide. Plagborg was the one
who recruited the new town leader, H.P. Christensen, when the resistance
movement in Grindsted was unraveled in October of 1944. The unraveling
unfortunately happened when a man of resistance in Fredericia was taken
by Gestapo with a list of names on
him; the names of the people of
resistance in Grindsted.
Many went into hiding while others
were taken and sent to concentration camps. The resistance movement
got a new leader and continued its
work as far as possible. The two
young men, Olav Prip and Rudolf
Nielsen, were recruited by Mads
Kjær Olesen, a resistance member,
who hadn’t been taken in the unraveling. The three decided to use
the explosives that the resistance
had received before October. Kjær
Olesen instructed Prip and Nielsen
on, which places that needed to be
blown up and the young men acted
on the orders. The trio was very
The second town leader, H.P. Christensen along with Julius Plagborg
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effeicient and blew up the railway network many times in the last few
months of the war.
The liberation was joyfully received by the citizens of Grindsted, but for
some families, it was a joy mixed with sorrow as not everyone returned
home. At the imprisonment of the army and the police in 1943 and 1944,
two Grindsted-men lost their lives at the hands of German soldiers.
Another man from Grindsted lost his life in Copenhagen during the occupation when his resistance group was unraveled, and a fight broke out between him and the German Wehrmacht. Three prisoners from concentration
camps didn’t make it through their stay in German captivity; in total, six
citizens from Grindsted lost their lives during the occupation of Denmark.

Commemorating the People of the Resistance

Already in 1945, people of the resistance in Grindsted raised money for
a plaque to be made for their fallen comrades, but the plaque wasn’t revealed until 36 years later – we don’t know why the wait was that long.
On the 19th of September 1981 the relief by Hanne Warming depicting a
naked boy was revealed.
The relief in 10. Klassecentret, that resides in the former Grindsted Library, carries the name of six men from Grindsted, who lost their lives to the
hands of Germans soldiers or German concentration camps; Knud Børge
Madsen, Eigil Krogh Pedersen, Palle Hansen, Kay Schiørring, Søren Boysen
Madsen and Arne Mikael Hansen. The years 1940-1945 are written along
with the six names as a reminder of their fight for Denmark during World
War 2.
The son of Palle Hansen, Hans Palle Hansen, had the honor of revealing
the plaque – he was 10 years old when Gestapo arrested his father, who
never returned home.
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The plaque at 10. Klassecentret
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Find 10. klassecenteret
Address: Tinghusgade 10, 7200 Grindsted
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The Prisoner Sculpture at Vestre Skole
Bringing Home the Prisoners from the Camps

Today, the white busses and the Bernadotte-operation take most of the
credit for the rescue of Scandinavian concentration camp prisoners, but
the Swedish count, Bernadotte, wasn’t the first person to bring back Danish prisoners. In 1944, the Danish diplomat, Frants Hvass, from the State
Department in Denmark, had made an agreement with the commander of
the German Security Police in Denmark, Otto Bovensiepen, to bring 198
sick police officers from Buchenwald to the Frøslev camp.
The first transportation went on the 5th of December 1944 and consisted
of red busses with trailers, four ambulances, a truck and a car. Folke Bernadotte was the vice president of Swedish Red Cross and in February and
April of 1945, he negotiated with SS-Commander Heinrich Himmler concerning the extradition of the concentration camp prisoners to the international Red Cross. On the 12th of March, the Swedish auxiliary cross stepped
in, and 78 white busses, trucks and other vehicles drove through Germany
to track down the Danish and Norwegian prisoners, who had been placed
in different camps all over Germany. Towards the end of the war in April of
1945, the need to bring back the prisoners became more and more urgent
as Germany was about to collapse. The concentration camp Neuengamme
was evacuated on the 20th of April and Bernadotte got the green light to
bring home the prisoners on the 24th of April. More than 5,000 prisoners
returned home in the last days of April.

Børge Næsted is carried on the shoulders
of Grindsted citizens
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Local Prisoners from Concentration Camps
Return Home

After Gestapo’s big arrestation action in October of 1944, 12 citizens from
Grindsted were arrested and sent to the Frøslev camp. Of these, 9 were
sent to Germany in January of 1945. The three people who stayed in the
Frøslev camp were brothers Johannes and Christian Eskildsen, both builders and therefore useful for the maintenance of the camp and Peder Albæk, who wasn’t sent to Germany because of his diabetes.

Grindsted citizens are ready to receive the homebound prisoners

All three survived. Of the nine that were sent to Neuengamme, six returned home. Dr. Børge Næsted returned to Grindsted on the 14th of May
1945, while the return date of Erling Nordentoft Nielsen is unknown. In
the streets of Grindsted, people were cheering, when four prisoners returned home on the same date: Mogens Eeg Sørensen, Mogens Høirup, Arne
Andreasen and Poul Gammelvind returned home on the 17th of May 1945.
Both Arne Andreasen and Poul Gammelvind have since told about their
stay in the concentration camp Neuengamme. Arne described Neuengam29

me as a place surrounded by a three meters tall barbed wire fence charged with high voltage. Small concrete buildings were placed with a short
distance from each other outside the fence – in these, guards watched out
for potential prisoners trying to escape. Even further out, guards patrolled
with dogs.
The prisoners were lined up for counting morning and night every day.
When the prisoners arrived, they were stripped of their belongings except
for shoes and belt, they received a prisoner number and all hair on their
bodies was shaved off. Arne Andreasen and the rest of the prisoners slept
in poor wooden barracks with up to three men sleeping in one bunk together. The nights were never quiet as the diarrhea illness dysentery was
harrying and many were wailing and running to and from the latrine all
through the night. According to Arne, several prisoners died in the barrack
each night.
Poul Gammelvind has told that being in a subcamp, you were woken up at
4 a.m. each morning and had to stand upright for a few hours before receiving a bare piece of ryebread as breakfast. The prisoners then were forced
to do tough physical labor until 6 p.m. before once again standing upright
for a few hours before finally being fed for the second and last time that
day. Some collapsed during the evening appeal and were therefore kicked up on their feet. Poul described the fate of the people being sent to

The cortege arrives in Grindsted
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subcamps as such: “Our names had been removed from the list of prisoners and that practically meant that secretly, we were doomed to die”.
The prisoners shouldn’t rely on returning to Grindsted again – and many
succumbed to sickness, hunger and misery.

Sonne’s Sculpture

In 1969, Hjalmar Sonne created a sculpture called “The Prisoner” for a
gathering of former prisoners from the Danish concentration camp, Frøslev.
The plan was to place the sculpture on the prisoner side of the camp, but
when it was referred to the guard side of the camp, where the Germans
resided, the former prisoners reclined and the sculpture stayed with its
creator.
Former Frøslev prisoner, Jens
Oehlenschlæger, since visited
Vestre Skole, which at the time
housed the large occupation
collection (now part of Billund
Kommunes Museer’s collection).
After the visit, Oehlenschlæger
suggested Vestre Skole as the
placement for the sculpture and
therefore, the sculpture was gifted to Vestre Skole and the occupation collection in 1985. The
sculpture was revealed on the
4th of May 1985 – 40 years after
the liberation. The sculpture now
resides at Vestre Skole in memory
of the Danish concentration camp
prisoners.

The sculpture called “The Prisoner”
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The four surviving prisoners of war on the town square on the 17th of May 1945

Target practice after the liberation
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Find Vestre Skole
Address: Fælledvej 3, 7100 Grindsted
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Plaque for Palle Hansen and Arne Mikael
Hansen at the Property of Dupont
The Frøslev Camp

In March of 1944, permanent secretary, Nils Sveninngsen’s suggestion to
create a Danish concentration camp was accepted by the German agent in
Denmark, Werner Best. The goal was to save human lives as it was imagined that the Danish camp could safeguard the health of the prisoners on
Danish ground.
Svenningen’s hope for the camp was to bring Danish prisoner’s home from
German concentration camps, however, this wasn’t approved at first. The
Frøslev camp at Padborg acted as an intermediary between Denmark and
the German concentration camps. The stay in the Frøslev camp became a
rescue for some as the treatment was under the Danish penitentiary and
the management was Danish in some parts of the camp.

Palle and Arne

The people of the resistance from Grindsted, who were taken by Gestapo
in October of 1944 were all sent to the Frøslev camp at first. Two of these
men were employed at Grindstedværket and a part of the same resistancegroup.
One of them, Palle Hansen, got a degree in pharmacology in 1927 and lived in Grindsted with his
wife and two children during the occupation. Palle
was employed at Grindstedværket during World
War 2 and founded an illegal newspaper group
with some colleagues from Grindstedværket in the
spring of 1944 – one of these colleagues was Arne
Mikael Hansen, who was employed as an engineer.

Portrait of Palle Hansen
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Both men were part of the organized resistance,
in which they received, transported and kept weapons and explosives hidden. Palle was the group
leader. The resistance movement in Grindsted was
unraveled during a wave of arrests in October of
1944, in which Arne and Palle were also taken by

the German Wehrmacht. At first, they were kept
in the Frøslev camp, but were subsequently sent
to the German concentration camp, Neuengamme. They were imprisoned in the Frøslev camp
from October until the 12th of December, where
nine citizens from Grindsted were sent to German
concentration camps, while three stayed in Frøslev until the liberation. Not all made it through
the rough stay in Germany.
Arne Mikael Hansen died from pneumonia on the
8th of April 1945 in Neuengamme, while Palle
Hansen was a pharmacist on a bauzug and lost
Portrait of Arne Mikael Hansen
his life on the 25th of February 1945 when the
train carriage was shot at by allied forces. The two
employees from Grindstedværket never returned home to their families.

Bauzug

A bauzug is a train used for construction and maintenance of railway facilities. During World War 2, it was mostly prisoners of war, that were put
to work repairing the railway. A job that was risky, as you risked being hit
by allied shots aimed at the Nazis. It was tough, physical labour that wore
down the prisoners.
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The Plaque

The plaque at the former Grindstedværket, now Dupont, was revealed by
the director of Grindstedværket, Vestberg, on the 5th of May 1956. The
plaque is placed on the private company property of Dupont and is therefore not accessible for the public.
The plaque honours the memory of the two employees, Palle Hansen and
Arne Mikael Hansen, who died in German captivity as a result of their work
for the resistance and for the liberation of Denmark.

The plaque at Dupont
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Find Dupont
Address: Tårnvej 25, 7200 Grindsted

Please note that the plaque is not accessible for the public
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Cenotaph for the RAF-airplane that
Crashed near Vildkjærvej 4
Royal Air Force

Royal Air Force, in short RAF, is the British
air force that was created in the wake of
two devastating attacks on London in 1917.
By the end of World War 1, the RAF was the
strongest air force in the world.
When Denmark and Norway were occupied,
the leaders of RAF quickly realized that
they couldn’t prevent the Germans from
taking the countries, but it was possible to
make the occupation as difficult as possible for the German Wehrmacht. RAF mostly
flew at night in bombers, which for the most
part bombed parts of Germany. RAF lost a
little over 70,000 men in battle, while
almost 23,000 became prisoners of war.

Erik Brandt and Arthur White with part
of the plane’s propeller

Lancaster III nd675 Crashes

On the 10th of April 1944, the Lancaster III ND675 bomber from the Royal
Air Force had completed its mission and placed mines in selected
areas when a German plane opened fire at it. After an explosion
occurred inside the plane, the crew
had to acknowledge that the plane
wouldn’t stay flying much longer
and the pilot ordered the crew to
put on their parachutes and leave
the plane.

German soldiers by the wreckage
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Five out of the seven men aboard
the plane made it off the plane before it exploded and crashed near
Filskov.

The pilot, Alexander G. Dickie, and
the rear gunner, Arthur W. Price,
were found dead by the wreckage.
A few hours after the crash, four of
the five survivors were caught by
the German Wehrmacht while one
man, Arthur White, succeeded in his
escape. He received help from people of resistance and Danes that
were hostile towards the Germans.
Among these were bookseller Zahlerts, farmer Søren Pedersen and
Dr. Aage Gullestrup, who fed him
and offered him shelter on his journey from Jutland to the war neutral
country, Sweden.

Part of the wreckage

He was back in England on the 7th of May 1944, while the rest of the
surviving crew were sent to Stalag Luft camps, from where they were all
freed in April of 1945. The Stalag Luft camps were camps especially designed for war prisoners from the allied air forces.

The Plane

The bomber called Avro Lancaster
was a British four-engined plane
which was introduced to battle by
the allied forces in 1942. The Lancaster was the result of an upgrade
of the Manchester plane from 1941
that had a flawed engine. During
the war, 7,377 Lancaster bombers
were produced, and ND675 had the
nickname “Sweety Pie”.
Part of the wreckage
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The Cenotaph

A cenotaph over the plane crash was erected on the 5th of May 2008 by
Filskov Lokalhistorisk Arkiv with the help from a number of sponsors. In
2018, a sculpture was erected next to the cenotaph, representing a plane over wooden beams. The artwork brings the crash and the bomber’s
shadows over Denmark to life and reminds us of the sacrifices that the
crew made in 1944 for the liberation of Denmark.
Sponsors: Junge Byg v/Claus and Anne Junge (Filskov), Billund Kommune,
Den Jydske Sparekasse, Bent Knudsen (Filskov), Sydbank, Grindsted Turistforening, Brogård Mink (Filskov), Bakkeregn v. Leif Nielsen (Filskov), Stephen Grieves (Filskov), Tage Nielsen (Filskov), Landdistrikternes aktivitetsgruppe in Billund Kommune.

The cenotaph and the wooden beams
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Find the Cenotaph
Address: near Vildkjærvej 4, 7200 Grindsted
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Plaque over Svend Immanuel Moustgaard
in Filskov Church
Danes at War for Other Countries

Close to 1,000 Danish citizens were at war for the allied countries during
World War 2, and the majority of these did service in the British army.
Apart from this, Danes did service for the Norwegian, French, Canadian
and American armies.
100 of these Danes were women and two thirds of the 1,000 were already abroad when the occupation took place in 1940, while the rest left
Denmark during the occupation to join a foreign army.

Svend Immanuel Moustgaard

One of the Danish citizens, that fought for the allied countries was Svend
Immanuel Moustgaard, who was born in Filskov parish in 1901.
As a child, he lived on Moustgaarden in Filskov, where he participated in
the daily work and went to school. After finishing his degree on Grindsted
Kost- og Realskole, Svend moved to Aarhus, where he was educated in the
clerk business. It was also in Aarhus that Svend
served his military duty in 1923, from which he
went on to try his luck in Canada in 1926.
Svend had a rough time in Canada and didn’t
make the money, he had hoped to. The last that
the family heard from Svend was in a letter in
1927, in which it was laid out that the work
didn’t go as planned due to bad weather conditions.
Military papers show that Svend worked as a
blacksmith in Montreal in June of 1943 when he
joined the army as a voluntary soldier.

Portrait of Svend Immanuel
Moustgaard
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Svend had to lie about his age as he couldn’t
sign himself up for military battle unless he was

three years younger than his real age. He joined the regiment called The Black Watch and
after his military training had ended, he was
sent to England on 4th January 1944.
Svend arrived in Normandy one month after
D-day on the 6th of July 1944. Less than a
month after his arrival, he was reported dead
on the 25th of July 1944. Svend was killed
when he participated in a battle by Verriéres
Ridge, from which only 15 soldiers of The Black
Watch survived.

The Plaque

Svend’s original grave
Svend was buried near the place where he fell.
Therefore, he is buried on Bretteville-Sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery,
even though his family has tried to bring him home to Denmark. Svend
was a Danish citizen at the time of his death, but a move was denied.
Because of this, the citizens of Filskov and the soldier’s association in Sønder Omme wanted a plaque to be put up in his parish of birth.

The plaque was revealed in 1947. It isn’t clear, why the plaque says that
he died on the 24th of July as Svend was reported killed on the 25th of
July.

The plaque
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Svend is commemorated in 2019 at Filskov Church

Svend is commemorated in 2019 at Filskov Church
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Find Filskov Church
Address: Omme Landevej 5, 7200 Grindsted
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Cenotaph for the RAF-airplane that
Crashed near Brunbjergvej 58
SOE

SOE is short for Special Operations Executive and was an organization
created in 1940 under the newly established Ministry of Economic Warfare
in England. It was SOE’s job to spread English propaganda in the occupied
countries and initiate sabotage, whereas the cooperation with people of
resistance in those countries was of utmost importance.
Today, SOE is especially known for parachutists – English agents who jumped from airplanes to infiltrate the occupied countries and embolden resistance against the German Wehrmacht.

Wellington III bk368 Crashes

On the 9th of March 1943, the English bomber, Wellington III BK368 from
the Royal Air Force, was headed towards Northern Germany with mines
when shots were fired at the plane near Esbjerg. The plane continued in
a northeastward direction, but ultimately crashed near Filskov. two out of
five crew members didn’t make it off the plane and were found dead near
the wreckage. The remaining three crewmembers got off the plane in time,
but at such a low altitude that their parachutes couldn’t properly open
before reaching the ground. Two out of three didn’t survive the fall, but

The wreckage
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one, James Sandiland, was found severely wounded and was brought to
the hospital, where the German Wehrmacht arrested him and sent him to a
Stalag Luft camp.
The Stalag Luft camps were particularly made for prisoners of war and
Sandiland made it to several different camps before being liberated in April
of 1945. Stalag is short for Stammlager which derives from the German
word Kriegsgefangenen-Mannschafts-Stammlager – in English: prisoner of
war-crew-camp.

Parts of the wreckage

The Plane

The Vickers Wellington bomber was a two-engined plane which was created in the 1930s. The plane was especially used during the first years of
World War 2 for night operations, but in 1943, it was replaced by the bomber called Avro Lancaster.
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The Cenotaph

The cenotaph near Brunbjergvej 58 was erected simultaneously with the
cenotaph near Vildkjærvej 4 on the 5th of May 2008. The cenotaph was
erected by Filskov Lokalhistorisk Arkiv with the help of a number of sponsors.
Sponsors: Junge Byg v/ Claus and Anne Junge (Filskov), Billund Kommune,
Den Jyske Sparekasse, Vognmand Bent Knudsen (Filskov), Sydbank, Grindsted Turistforening, Brogård Mink (Filskov).

The cenotaph

Parts of the wreckage are transported on the back of a truck
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Find the Cenotaph
Address: near Brunbjergvej 58, 7200 Grindsted
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Cenotaph for the RAF-plane that crashed
near Koldingvej 4
The Allies

The Allies is the definition for the Allied Powers that was formed against
Germany during World War 2. When Germany invaded Poland in 1939,
France and Great Britain declared war against Germany.
Denmark wasn’t recognised as an ally at first, but because of the work of
both the Danish Navy and the resistance movement, the western allies
accepted Denmark as an ally after the war, in spite of The Soviet Union’s
rejection of Denmark as an ally. The most important Allied Powers were
Great Britain, The United States of America and The Soviet Union.

Stirling iv lk567 Crashes

On the night of the 27th of April 1945, the crew of Stirling IV LK567 from
the Royal Air Force was notified of a relocation of the planned dropping
point by Holsteinshus. The Danish people of resistance at the site didn’t
get the same message, so the plane flew to the new dropping point by
Faaborg in vain. When the plane didn’t receive a signal, it turned back
around towards England. LK567 now flew low over Jutland and was shot
at near Vandel, which caused a fire to break out on the plane. The crew
tried to put out the fire but was forced to give up and prepare for an emergency landing.

Wreckage part of the wing
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The Flight from the
Wreckage

All six crew members survived the
crash landing, but had to flee the site
in order to escape the German Wehrmacht. Three men (Ted Dax, Tommy
Jones and Frank Fuller) crawled out
of the front exit and called out to the
Wreckage parts
rest of the crew.
When they didn’t receive an answer, they fled the scene. With the help
of people of resistance and other Danish citizens, they managed to keep
themselves hidden until the liberation of Denmark and the end of the war.
The remaining three crew members
(Eddie Tate, Ron Day and John Ayers), crawled out of the rear exit.
As Ayers was severely wounded,
he was carried some distance away
from the plane before his two colleagues hurried on their way. Day and
Tate met a man, who tried to buy
cigarettes from them, but quickly
A man on the plane wreckage
understood, where they came from
and brought them to the man of resistance called Dr. Clausen in Vorbasse.
The doctor was under German surveillance though, so he sent them to a
couple that hid them until the liberation of Denmark.

The Funeral after the Liberation

After the liberation, the five fliers were reunited and learned that the last
of the crewmembers, John Ayers, had passed away three days after the
emergency landing. He had been buried along with 24 Germans, but was
exhumed in the end of May to receive a Christian funeral on the 31st of
May. Six Danish men of the resistance carried Ayers’ casket and several
Danish citizens showed up at the funeral. Ayers’ grave is still located in
Fredericia today.
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The Cenotaph

A cenotaph in memory of the crew was erected on the 27th of April in
1995, 50 years after LK567 crash-landed. The cenotaph was erected on
the initiative of Lokalhistorisk Forening in Grene parish and two of the
crew members from the plane were given the honour of revealing the cenotaph.
10 years after the reveal on the same day in 2005, a sculpture was added
of a tripod carrying the propeller from Stirling IV LK567.

The cenotaph with the original propeller from the plane
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Find the Cenotaph
Address: near Koldingvej 4, 7190 Billund (lay-by)
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Plaque for the Liberation in Vorbasse
The Liberation in Denmark

Denmark was liberated on the 4th of May 1945 and the Danes could listen to this message on the radio, read aloud by a man from the Grindsted
area, Johannes G. Sørensen. The German Forces had capitulated. The message triggered a plentitude of people cheering in the streets and lights in
windows to celebrate the end of the blackout.
At 11 p.m. Statsradiofonien (the State Radio) brought its first uncensored
broadcast and during this broadcast, the new government was announced.
In the morning of the 5th of May, when the occupation was officially over,
the liberation was marked by all the churches in Denmark with an hourlong
bellringing.

The Liberation in the Grindsted area

On the 5th of May 1945, Grindsted was filled with people in the streets
and people were flocking to the town square. Speeches were given, but
while the citizens of Grindsted were rejoicing over the end of the war,
someone suddenly shouted, that a German had shot a Dane. People then
flocked to the scene of the crime next to the Grand Hotel to see what had
happened. A young man, Børge Larsen, had been shot in the abdomen by
a German woman and was rushed from the scene in an ambulance. He was
lucky to survive the incident, which turned out to have been an accident.

People in the town square in Grindsted
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A clash between H.P. Christensen and German soldiers

A clash between the people of resistance and German soldiers can be seen
in a photo taken outside of the Grand Hotel after the liberation. These
clashes between Danes and Germans followed in the wake of the liberation. Shortly after the liberation, the German soldiers headed back home and
the citizens of Grindsted welcomed the English soldiers with open arms.
In the middle of May, the surviving concentration camp prisoners returned
home to Grindsted and were received in cars decorated with flowers and a
great number of people waving the Danish flag. The joy over the liberation
and the return of the survivors
was mixed with grief over the
lives that were lost due to the
war.

An English soldier gives out autographs

A man of resistance, Herluf
Willer, from Grindsted described the liberation thus:
How happy were those days
when we once again could return to a liberated Grindsted…
Later on, when the Grindsted
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citizens that had been sent to camps in Germany, came home, well those were days that are almost inexplicable. Unfortunately, a lot of homes
were also filled with sorrow over those, who had died.”
Evy Andersen, a young girl in Grindsted in 1945, has described the liberation thus: ”We walked in unison and saw how the adults had gone completely insane. We met a truck with screaming freedom fighters, and we saw
Emilie standing pinned up against a wall by merchant Nielsens grocery
shop, while the eggs rained down from her bald head. They had cut off
her hair.”
Eigil Leon Hansen, who was a child in 1945 in Grindsted, has described the
liberation thus: I remember the town being in uproar, because the war had
ended. Everybody raised their flags; blackout curtains were pulled down in
a great hurry and lights were put in every window.”

The Plaque

The plaque in Vorbasse was laid by
the homeowners’ Association in
Vorbasse by the 50-year mark of the
liberation in 1995. A sculpture by a
Lithuanian sculptor at Gudnason og
Søn Granitstenshuggeri in Give had
already been placed on the site in
1992.
On the plaque the inscription reads:
1945 – the 4th of May – 1995.

The plaque
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Find the Cenotaph
Address: near Skjoldbjergvej 1, 6623 Vorbasse
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Pictures from the Occupation and the Liberation

German soldiers playing a concert in the town square
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Reenactment of sabotage by Rudolf Nielsen and Olav Prip

Mogens Sørensen with a prisoner
number. He received the number when
the white busses reached Sweden.
In this picture his hair has started to
grow back

A girl in the town square on the day of the
liberation. A soldier still stands guard, but
the Danish flag is raised.

English soldiers are welcomed in Grindsted
59

